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Trash Talk 
As an Upper Pottsgrove resident, your trash collection 
bill could be significantly reduced beginning in the New 
Year. Some of you have reported that your yearly fees 
will drop by about 20% for a savings of over $90.00. 
Residents will also be protected from any increases due 
to additional fuel surcharges for at least 5 years, and 
possibly up to 7 years if the Township determines it is 
worthwhile to extend the contract at a later time. 
 
This was made possible when the Township Commis-
sioners agreed to enter into a long-term contract with 
J. P. Mascaro & Sons that all residents are entitled to 
join. Other trash haulers, that have been charging higher 
fees for years, are only now cutting their prices and ex-
panding their services, hoping to retain your business if 
you choose to reject the Township-wide service. Please 
read on and take a moment to consider why the Town-
ship initiated this service and how it will benefit the 
community and save taxpayer dollars. 
State Law now mandates that our Township’s residents 
must dispose of their yard waste at a compost facility 
rather than in a standard landfill. We determined that 
establishing, staffing, and operating such a facility would 
have cost tens of thousands of tax dollars annually, re-
quiring an increase in the Township’s tax rate. Instead, 
we decided to see how much it would cost homeown-
ers to have yard waste collected along with their other 
refuse and recyclables. Contract specifications were 
prepared and most all of the independent haulers cur-
rently serving our community submitted bids. We were 
surprised and very pleased to find that, even with the 
additional mandated services, that the low bid was less 
than what most of our residents were currently paying 
for standard trash removal services. 
In addition, having a single trash hauler will not only re-
duce direct costs for our residents, but will also offer 
other advantages and facilitate solutions to other issues 
the Township must address. 
• Noise from trash haulers operating in the wee 

hours of the morning will be eliminated, since the 
Township contract prohibits it. 

• Public Works refuse will be handled at no cost to 
the Township. 

• Parks and Recreation trash disposal will be at no 
cost to the Township. 

• Recycling grant funds from the State are expected 
to increase with uniform reporting by the contract-
ed hauler. 

• Wear and tear to Township roads will be reduced 
when just a single hauler makes his rounds. 

• The on-site hauler representative will address issues 
with trash collection immediately. 

While service is scheduled to begin on January 1st, Mas-
caro has agreed to start service immediately for resi-
dents who ask for it sooner, so they can begin saving 
money right away. 
If for any reason, you decide to remain with your cur-

rent hauler, you must submit the opt-out notification to the 
Township – otherwise, you will begin receiving trash services from 
Mascaro. (Please be sure to notify your current hauler to cancel 
service.) By awarding the contract to Mascaro, the Township was 
not passing any judgment on the service that the other haulers 
have been satisfactorily providing Township residents for many 
years. Every hauler had the chance to bid for the Township-wide 
contract, which included, Waste Management, A. J. Blosenski, 
Ches-Mont Disposal, and Mascaro. Bidders were encouraged to 
question the contract specifications prior to the close of the bid 
process and clarifications were made in a timely manner. The con-
tract was awarded to Mascaro because they were able to provide 
the requested service at the most reasonable rates.  
Trash Collection and Recycling Contract Summary  
A. All Township Collection on WEDNESDAY. 
B. Trash – WEEKLY - one 64-gallon toter plus up to 

three additional 30-gallon containers. 
C. Recycling – WEEKLY - includes newsprint, magazines, 

plastics, glass, tin, and aluminum. 
D. Bulky Waste – 1-DAY ADVANCE NOTICE - includes 

furniture, appliances, electronics, tires, etc.  
E. Yard Waste – WEEKLY, APRIL – DECEMBER - in-

cludes leaves, branches, grass, etc.  
F. Christmas Trees – WEEKLY in JANUARY. 
G. Per Bag Option for Small Generators – includes 

weekly trash collection, recycling, and yard waste re-
moval at more economical rates.  

H. A new toter and recycling container to be provided 
for each customer. 

I. Costs: guaranteed for 5 years and not subject to fuel 
surcharges or any other additional fees.  

Residential Service 

  
Per Bag Collection Option 

  
Please contact J. P. Mascaro & Sons @ (888) 627-2276 to coordi-
nate the start of your service.  They will be responsible for billing 
rather than the Township. 

Year Quarterly Charge Annual Cost 

2010 $76.32 $305.30 

2011 $79.66 $318.64 

2012 $83.12 $332.50 

2013 $86.65 $346.60 

2014 $90.33 $361.34 

Year Quarterly 
Charge 

Annual Cost Plus Per 
Bag Cost 

2010 $35.94 $143.76 $2.30 

2011 $37.44 $149.76 $2.40 

2012 $39.00 $156.00 $2.50 

2013 $40.56 $162.24 $2.60 

2014 $42.18 $168.72 $2.70 
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Please support our Newsletter sponsors and all businesses in the Township, both new and existing. 

MEETING DATES & TIMES 
Board of Commissioners-1st & 3rd Mon., 7 PM 

Planning Commission-2nd Mon., 6 PM 
Parks & Recreation Board-2nd Wed., Odd Mos., 7 PM 
Sewer & Water Committee-4th Mon., Even Mos., 5 PM 

Open Space Committee-2nd Tues., Odd Mos., 7 PM 
Fire Committee-3rd Thurs., 7 PM 

Zoning & Hearing Board-Meets on Demand 
Web Link to Calendar:  

http://upperpottsgrovetownship.org/index.html# 

From the Historical Society by Ruth 
Senat Spaide 

Yarnall Road 62 Years Ago 
Starting at Mauger’s Mill Road, there were only 4 houses from 
there to Mock Road, where the township ends. They were 
Danny Baker’s, Alfred Rochat’s the Gun Club and the Yarnall 
farm. The farm was then owned by Harry and Sonny Lord. 
There were apple orchards on both sides of a path up to the 
property, now owned by the Ganges family - nothing past 
that. The road up to the barn was dirt and gravel and very 
hard to drive on. In fact, when we bought part of the farm, we 
had to park at the Lord’s barn because the road went no fur-
ther. We walked from there up to our land that we pur-
chased. The trucks delivering construction materials made the 
road to our 13 acres and no further. Later, they broke the 
road through to New Hanover Township. It was macadamed 
in the late 50’s.  The apple orchards were kept up a few years 
after we moved here until the trees were no longer able to 
produce. The orchards were where the Capinski, Stafy and 
Dietz families live and the mowed field above our house. 
Underneath the Spaide property is a copper mine where the 
back entrance came out on the northern-most corner of our 
land. 
Many Indian artifacts were found during construction of our 
house in early 1948. 

 

Board of Commissioners 
• Elwood Taylor, President 
• Russell Noll, Vice President 
• Peter Dolan 
• Herbert C. Miller, Jr. 
• Reneé Spaide 
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Farmington West, Phase II Sewer Construction Finally Begins 
After years of anticipation, delays and various complications, pre-site 
preparation began in earnest in early October. Failing private septic 
systems on small lots required the installation of a public sewer system 
in order to maintain the health and safety of this neighborhood. Recent 
awards of State grant funds and special low-interest loans have made 
this project possible. Also, the overall project costs have been kept at a 
minimum due to the cooperation of area residents who agreed to grant 
easements over their private property to allow for the most cost-
effective layout of the system. The project began in earnest when soil 
erosion controls were placed behind the affected properties and the 
heavy equipment of Pedrick Site Work Excavation of East Greenville 
broke ground. They began digging from Pine Ford Road, and as of Oc-

tober 16th, pro-
gress had reached 
Kummerer Road, 
traversing 11 private properties. When all the back yard sewer main 
work is finished on the south side of Farmington Ave. up to Evans Road, 
the contractor will then begin laying the sewer main in Farmington Ave to 
serve residents on the northern side of the road. Work is expected to be 
completed by winter—weather being a factor. While the affected areas 
look more like “boulevards” than backyards at this point, residents have 
been assured that full restoration will take place, including reseeding, be-
fore the project is finished next summer. In the meantime, heavy equip-
ment is mounding and compacting the excess topsoil to avoid any run off 
caused by heavy rains. Workers and equipment operators are making 
every effort to minimize any impact outside of easement boundaries while 
they work to reestablish original contours and grades. 

U.P.F.C. Auxiliary 
(Upcoming Events) 

Friendly’s Fundraiser - Tuesday, December 8, 2009, 
4:00pm to 9:00pm 
*Take the family out for a great meal and a percentage goes to 
the UPTFC Auxiliary* 
2nd Annual Breakfast w/Santa - Saturday, December 12, 2009 
(8:00am to 11:00am) 
*New Adult & Child menu plus pictures with Santa* 
The UPTFCO Auxiliary would like to take a moment and 
thank everyone in the community who has supported us 
throughout this year.  We greatly appreciate your generosity 
and are hopeful that 2010 will bring as much success as 2009 
has.  

Upper Pottsgrove Township Custom Pumper—More pics @ 
http://www.marionbody.com/progress_pics/Upper%20Pottsgrov

e%2028525%20Pumper/index.html  
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In September, Upper Pottsgrove Township joined over 3800 
communities nationwide to become a coalition member of 
the 6th Annual National Preparedness Month. The primary 
focus of this event was to get all American citizens to be-
come self-sufficient in the event of any disaster. . . to be 
aware that everyone is responsible for their own and that of 
their family and neighbors’ personal welfare in surviving the 
first 72 hours of a serious natural or man-made emergency. 
To that end, we provided a wide range of brochures at 
Community Day and more are available at the Township 
Administration Office during business hours. 
Now your township Emergency Management Team wants 
you to know about a free emergency alert subscription ser-
vice that you may want to consider. It is – 

READY NOTIFY PA--- 
COMMUNITY ALERT SYSTEM.  

Sign up on the web at – 
https://montco.alertpa.org/index.php?CCheck=1 
Setting up your User Account is easy and fast. It is very intui-
tive and you can ignore the optional personal data. This sys-
tem is very flexible and allows you to have any type of emer-
gency or non-emergency alerts sent to your email, pager, cell 
or smart phone - or all of them! 
You can totally tailor the types of information you want sent 
to you here in Upper Pottsgrove or to the community 
where you work. Available alert information includes Amber 
Alerts, Health Alerts, Law Enforcement Alerts, Public Safety 
Notices, School District Notices, Traffic & Transit, and 
Weather. 
Most of this information originates from the same sources 
that the news media uses, so you’ll be getting it very fast—
usually sooner than it is edited for broadcast! 
We encourage everyone in Upper Pottsgrove to stay in-
formed. The first step towards BEING PREPARED is getting 
factual information, and READY NOTIFY PA—
COMMUNITY ALERT SYSTEM gets it to you first 
hand! It’s a great way to protect your family. 
Sign up today while it’s still fresh on your mind. 

Award Presentations 
Upper Pottsgrove Township, along with the Borough of 
Pottstown and West Pottsgrove Township, was nominated 
as the recipient of the TriCounty Area Chamber of Com-
merce 2009 Regional Planning Award.  Presentation of the 
award was made to Commissioner Renee Spaide and Town-
ship Manager Jack Layne on October 23, 2009, at the Cham-
ber’s Economic Development Luncheon.  This award recog-
nizes the Township for its contribution to the development 
of the Route 100 and State Road intersection  at Upland 
Square.   

L to R:  Jason Brobst, Mgr., Borough of Pottstown, Reneé Spaide, Jack 
Layne, Tim Phelps, President, TCACC & Ed Whetstone, Mgr., West 
Pottsgrove Twp. 

wealth of Pennsylvania that was provided by Senator John Raf-
ferty’s office. The Upper Pottsgrove Township Fire Company 
provided instructional fun for children by having them utilize a 
fire hose to extinguish fabricated flames in a small housing 
structure. The 40th Masonic District sponsored and adminis-
tered a CHIP’s “Purple Packet” program that gives law enforce-
ment and recovery officials essential materials to help in the 
search for missing children. The “Purple Packet”, which in-
cludes free digital still photographs, digital video interviews, 
fingerprints and a DNA kit, was provided by Masonic repre-
sentatives to a large number of children. While massage thera-
py and a Karate demonstration provided relaxation and per-
sonal development support, face-painting was also offered to 
children. Representatives of J.P. Mascaro & Sons (including their 
mascot “Dumpo”) and A.J. Blosenski provided information and 
materials regarding their respective trash collection and recy-
cling services. The Pottsgrove Animal Hospital staff provided 
on-site assistance to pet owners as to how to better take care 
of their pets. Entertainment and cultural enhancement was 
provided by the Pottstown Community Band. Delicious food, 
desserts and drinks, including lemonade from Alex’s Lemonade 
Stand, were provided by the Upper Pottsgrove Township Fire 
Company personnel and auxiliary members and local vendors. 
Although there were initial concerns that the inclement weath-
er would tarnish Community Day, the weather, enlightening 
programs, food and entertainment were beautiful and gratifying 
for those who attended. 

Community Day 2009 
Despite the threat of rain, Upper Pottsgrove Township hosted 
an uplifting and successful annual Community Day on Saturday, 
October 3rd. This educational, entertaining and fun-filled Com-
munity Day was attended by approximately 300 or more 
Township residents and non-residents. All age groups were 
well represented at this event. 
 

Governmental agenciesand non-profit and profit corporations 
provided a wide array of educational, cultural and entertaining 
opportunities for Community Day participants. Government 
representatives provided pertinent literature and materials on 
the upcoming United States Census endeavor as well as helpful 
information on programs and information on the Common-
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Upper Pottsgrove Township 

1409 Farmington Avenue 
Pottstown, PA  19464 

Administration Building 610.323.8675 
Fax: 610-327.1967 
Emergency:  911 

 Police Administration 610.326.8446 
Montgomery County Dispatch 610.327.1441 
Fire Dept. (Non-emergency) 610.323.2424 

E-mail: upperpottsgrovetownship@comcast.net 
www.upperpottsgrovetownship.org 

HOW TO CLEAR YOUR 
DRIVEWAY OF SNOW 

                                                                      

 

                       

     

CLEARING SNOW 
FROM DRIVEWAYS 

“Clip & Save” 
Call the Township at 610.323.8675 
with any snow removal questions 

C
 Roadway 

Area to keep 
cleared of snow 

Area for your 
snow 

C
 

House 

1) Facing the street, clear an area to the left of your driveway. 
2) As a result, all of the snow that you clear should be placed to 

the right of your driveway. 
3) This cleared area will help "catch" displaced snow that would 

otherwise land in your driveway. 
4) Please, note that clearing the snow to the left of your driveway 

will not keep all of the snow out of your driveway, but it will 
greatly reduce the amount that you will have to "re-shovel." 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR 
HELPING TO KEEP 

YOUR 
DRIVEWAY CLEAR 
OF SNOW AFTER 

THE 
TOWNSHIP PLOWS 

HAVE PASSED 

Township Truck 
Driveway 

 


