UPPER POTTSGROVE TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
April 20, 2026

A regular meeting of the Upper Pottsgrove Township Board of Commissioners was held on Monday,
April 20, 2026 at the West Pottsgrove Administrative Office, 980 Grosstown Road, Stowe,
Pennsylvania, with Commissioners Al Leach, Elwood Taylor, Dave Waldt, Cathy Paretti and Tyrone
Robinson present. Also present were Attorney Mark Plachta, Police Chief Al Werner, Public Works
Director Jeremy Fenyus and Township Secretary Jeannie DiSante.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag.

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS - None at this time.

APROVAL OF MINUTES - March 16 and April 6, 2026 minutes were presented for approval. A
motion by T. Robindon, second by E. Taylor unanimously carried to approve the March 16 and April
6, 2026 meeting minutes as printed.

PAYMENT OF BILLS — The April 20, 2026 bills list was presented for approval. There was a
motion by E. Taylor, second by C. Paretti and unanimously carried to approve the payment of bills list
of $214,512.14.

REPORTS

TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATION/FINANCE — The balance sheets and financial statements were
submitted for review. There were no questions.

CHIEF OF POLICE — Chief Werner submitted his report and noted that there will be a discussion
later on the hiring of a new officer to fill the vacancy.

PUBLIC WORKS — Director Fenyus submitted his report for review and was asked to discuss the
beginning of a three-year commitment on plans for road work. The crew went around and assessed
the roads and chose North Street which will be discussed later in the meeting. In speaking with Lower
Pottsgrove, next year they are going to be paving Orlando Road; we discussed it would be cost savings
to team up with them and pave Orlando Road on Upper Pottsgrove’s side from Maugers Mill Road
out to North Charlotte Street. The third project is still to be determined for 2028.

TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR - Attorney Plachta informed the commissioners while working on
several matters the only real substantive item is the litigation soon ending in the Hannah matter.

TOWNSHIP ENGINEERING AND BUILDING & ZONING - Engineer Mark Borthwick noted
the reports were submitted for review. Asked by E. Taylor about any news on the NPDES permit, he
has not heard anything from DEP but knows they were in talks and it was supposed to be close to
wrapping up.

E. Taylor questioned an item in the zoning report mentioning an applicant was waiting for direction
from the Township concerning the porta potty business. Engineer Borthwick noted that is a question
for Paul Labe who was not at the meeting this evening. E. Taylor asked Interim Manager Weand to
research this to be sure we're not holding up the applicant.

TAX COLLECTOR — The Tax Collector noted there were no reports for the township however, the
county reports were filed.
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COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS

OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION - T. Robinson asked if anything is being done about getting
the deeds for the open space properties. A. Leech noted this is not an open space item and D. Weand
is working on finding them. S. Griffith has found some and is researching the remainder.

FIRE AND AMBULANCE — D. Raudenbush submitted his report and there were no questions.

OLD BUSINESS

President Leach cleared up the confusion about where the BOC meetings going forward will be held.
Beginning May 4™ all BOC meetings will be held at the Pottsgrove High School District Office
boardroom on Kaufman Road. The use of the West Pottsgrove meeting room will cost the Township
$75 per meeting whereas, through cooperation with Pottsgrove District Office, there will be no charge
to use their boardroom. A motion by D. Waldt, second by T. Robinson unanimously carried to approve
readvertising the Board of Commissioner meeting dates for the remainder of 2026 beginning May 4.

DISCUSS GILBERTSVILLE OPEN SPACE PARCEL and CONSIDER THE NPDES PERMIT
APPLICATION FOR 2290 GILBERTSVILLE ROAD - A motion by C. Paretti, second by T.
Robinson unanimously carried to discuss the 2290 Gilbertsville Road open space parcel. There was
discussion among the board members as to the need for an NPDES permit on this parcel and the
responsibilities of holding on to the parcel. E. Taylor explained that the NPDES permit is the
stormwater management regulations for the intended development of the property. Engineer
Borthwick confirms there's no historical value to the building on the property and it is in severe need
of structural repair. The Board wants to take the steps to protect the township from liability with the
house. A motion by C. Paretti, second by T. Robinson unanimously carries for not continuing with
the NPDES permit for 2290 Gilbertsville Road.

DISCUSS & CONSIDER THE WATER & SEWER PERMITS FOR 2290 GILBERTSVILLE
ROAD - A. Leach explained the sewer capacity right now is low so taking advantage of reserving it
now and if not used at this location, it can be moved. Engineer Borthwick explains that even if you
reserve capacity now, it may not be enough in the future. It will really depend on what your plans are
moving forward. With all the developers coming in, it may trigger an upgrade to the sewer system. It
makes more sense to reserve capacity at the time you are developing. After further discussion, the
commissioners concurred to keep the water and sewer permits.

DISCUSS & CONSIDER WAIVERS & FINAL LAND DEVELOPMENT FOR 902
FARMINGTON AVENUE D & D COLLISION - A motion by E. Taylor second by C. Paretti
unanimously carried to discuss wavers and final land development approval for 902 Farmington
Avenue. Attorney Matt Hovey with High Swartz Attorneys presented the plan and gave some history
of the property business since covid. He explained the waiver of land development process noting it
only involves construction of stormwater management facilities. There are no buildings or structures
proposed, the Township Planning Commission recommended, and Zoning Hearing Board granted
relief; neither body offered any opposition. PADEP already approved the plans and issued an NPDES
permit. Concerning the ordinance waivers, based on the Township engineer’s review they are
requesting waivers from Section 301.51.A(1)(e) which prohibits the location of this stormwater basin
within 50 feet of delineated wetlands and Section 301-51.C(2) which establishes the minimum top
width of a berm as ten (10) feet. Attorney Hovey also stated if the Board grants the above waivers,
they request that the plan be granted final land development approval.
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His clients will comply with all other aspects of the engineer’s review letter and the NPDES permit
including executing and recording all required agreements and easements as well as posting
appropriate financial security for the project. A motion by E. Taylor, second by C. Paretti
anonymously carries to approve the stormwater ordinance sections waivers as stated. A motion by C.
Perretti, second by E. Taylor unanimously carried to approve final land development for 902
Farmington Avenue, D & D Collision.

DISCUSS & CONSIDER RECOMMENDATION ON_ ZONING HEARING SPECIAL
EXCEPTIONS FOR 994 COMMERCE DRIVE - E. Tailor asked what the exceptions are and
Engineer Borthwick explained they are generally for working within steep slopes for different uses in
the development. A. Leech expressed his concern about how traffic will get in and out using
Commerce Drive. Engineer Borthwick said the traffic impact studies are working on this issue, and it
is not ideal. The commissioners discussed not granting waivers or special exceptions without a traffic
plan. There were public comments from numerous residents opposed to this overdevelopment in that
area. The Commissioner’s recommendation to the Zoning Hearing Board for special exceptions were
C. Paretti, E. Taylor, T. Robinson: neutral. D. Waldt and A. Leach: deny.

DISCUSS & CONSIDER APPROVAL FOR 60-DAY EXTENSION FOR #02-2026 - 994
COMMERCE DR. LAND DEVELOPMENT, DISCUSS & CONSIDER APPROVAL FOR 30-
DAY EXTENSION FOR #01-2024 - 1097 STATE STREET SUBDIVISION, DISCUSS &
CONSIDER APPROVAL FOR 30-DAY EXTENSION FOR #02-2024 - 1097 STATE STREET
LAND DEVELOPMENT — A motion by D. Waldt, second by C. Paretti unanimously carried to
approve all three above extension requests.

DISCUSS & APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 799 PRELIMINARY LAND DEVELOPMENT
PLAN AND WAIVERS FOR 1097 STATE STREET COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT - A.
Leach noted this concerns waivers for trees in various locations. The Commissioners unanimously
concurred to approve Resolution No. 799 Preliminary Land Development Plan and Waivers for 1097
State Street Commercial Development as submitted.

DISCUSS & CONSIDER AUTHORIZATION TO PAY ALL PENDING INVOICES FOR THE
CLOSEOUT OF _THE 2290 GILBERTSVILLE MUNICIPAL PROJECT CONTRACT
TERMINATIONS, FOR THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $270,867.31 — A. Leach asked the Attorney
how the costs got so high the past months. Attorney Plachta deferred to Engineer Borthwick who
stated he reviewed each invoice, which were not involved with the original contracts. No work was
performed, however, being told that the project is moving forward, equipment was mobilized and
approvals for materials were sent out during this time. A. Leach asked if the contractors were told to
stop processing orders and moving equipment. Even after the courts ruled to stop the project, the
contractors were not informed and the Township is liable for these costs. Resident Robert Minelly,
North Street commented on the costs with nothing to show for it. Don Read, 610 Mock Road wanted
to clarify misinformation; when the judge ruled, there was a stop order sent by Attorney Eric Frey to
the project manager and all subcontractors to stop work. The letter was sent to all the commissioners
on the same day as the ruling, until we could get to the Commonwealth Court. The contractor asked
if he could leave his equipment on the site because he was on another job and did not want to take the
time to move it. He was not charged a fee to leave his equipment there. The commissioners concurred
to discuss paying these invoices in executive session after which action will be taken.
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NEW BUSINESS

DISCUSS & CONSIDER HIRING A POLICE OFFICER — NATHAN BOARDMAN - Chief
Werner said Nathan is coming on board straight from the Academy. He has no experience; however,
he comes highly recommended. The kind of police officer you want policing your community and
shows respect to your residents. His start date will be May 2nd after getting through all the paperwork
and certifications. We will present him with his badge at an upcoming meeting. A motion by D.
Waldt, second by T. Robinson unanimously carried to approve hiring Nathan Boardman as a police
officer with the Upper Pottsgrove Police Department.

DISCUSS & CONSIDER APPROVAL OF SETTLEMENT ON CONTINUING LITIGATION
— A. Leach said this is ongoing litigation and we do not disclose names in personnel matters. Julie
Schneeweis, 330 Summer Grove Lane said the name of a defendant is public record asking the Board
to provide a name. The attorney said its ongoing litigation and a name will not be disclosed. A motion
by E. Tailor, second by C. Paretti unanimously carried to approve the settlement on ongoing litigation.

DISCUSS AND_ CONSIDER APPROVAL OF GENERAL CODE SUPPLEMENT #22
ESTIMATE - E. Taylor explained this is for codifying the township's recent resolutions or
ordinances legislation and posted on our website and in our books. A motion by T. Robinson, second
by E. Tailor unanimously carried to approve the General Code Supplement #22 estimate.

DISCUSS & CONSIDER APPROVAL FOR BIDDING GOING OUT FOR REPAVING
NORTH STREET - A. Leach explained as discussed earlier that PennDOT will be paving Charlotte
Street and North Street comes into Charlotte Street. It's beneficial for the township to bid it out at the
same time. It will be paved from Charlotte Street to Pine Street. The commissioners unanimously
concurred to approve bidding going out for paving North Street.

Commissioner Leach is adding to New Business this item: to remove “Public Comment on Agenda
Items” from item four of the agenda. Throughout all items on the agenda, the public is invited to
comment; therefore, a public comment section at the beginning of the agenda is not necessary. A
motion by C. Paretti, second by T. Robinson unanimously carried to remove “Public Comment on
Agenda Items” from the beginning of the Board of Commissioners agenda.

A. Leach commented that the last meeting was not a very good meeting and conducive to the public.
We cannot have meetings where, like the last time, three people spoke for 35 to 40 minutes. As much
as we're trying to answer questions and be as transparent as possible, we cannot have a back and forth
with a resident. We are asking everyone to understand that we all have an opinion, however, we need
to be respectful of other residents’ time while attending the meetings. Karen Rohrbach, 1011 North
Street commented that she agrees that if someone questions something on the agenda another one can
have a chance to comment on it also. A. Leach confirmed that the “Public Comment™ section will
stay on the agenda after the New Business section so everyone has a chance to comment as well as
throughout the meeting.
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OTHER PUBLIC COMMENTS

Robert Minelly, North Street requested an explanation on the general code agenda item.

Julie Schneeweis, 330 Summer Grove Lane again stated her opposition to overdevelopment in the
Township, wanted to know who the attorney was talking to at the Ethics Board and asked the Board
for comments on Artisan. She was told by the attorney that she is welcome to comment; however, the
Board has no obligation to answer her.

Don Read, 610 Mock Road commented that as a commissioner, learning the term “by right” solved
many problems. Anytime we met with the developers and they wanted zoning changes and waivers
they were told you are welcome to develop your property but you must do it “by right”. That is how
it is zoned without waivers, without exceptions. We told the developers on Commerce Drive that
“You bought the property with steep slopes, and we have no obligation to fix it for you with waivers”.
Mr. Read said, Commissioner Leach, you have the waivers in your pocket.

Karen Rohrbach, 267 North Street asked for the dollar amount in the settlement of the litigation and
was told it is a personnel matter and that information cannot be given out.

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

Commissioner Leach read a thank you card that was sent in from the library for the township’s
generous donation. He and Attorney Plachta met with the company handling the Verizon contract.
There are 13 municipalities in the group which help to get us favorable pricing. They are going to try
to work into the contract an item that guarantees customers can reach them much easier when it’s
urgent. He also informed the residents that the Pottsgrove Recreation Board has many activities
throughout the summer, like swimming lessons, concerts and playground activities. They also offer
scholarships to get into the programs.

EXECUTIVE SESSION — The commissioners convened into executive session at 8:45 PM with
action to be taken afterwards.

The commissioners reconvened at 9:30 PM and there was a motion by T. Robinson, second by C.
Paretti to authorize payment of all pending invoices for the closeout of the 2290 Gilbertsville Road
Municipal Project contract terminations, for the total amount of $270,867.31.  The motion
unanimously carried.

ADJOURNMENT - The meeting was adjourned at 9:41 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Oulrame R Gants

Jeafinie DiSante, Township Secretary




