UPPER POTTSGROVE TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
May 18, 2026

A regular meeting of the Upper Pottsgrove Township Board of Commissioners was
held on Monday, May 18, 2026 at the Pottsgrove School District Office, with
Commissioners Al Leach, Elwood Taylor, Dave Waldt, Cathy Paretti and Tyrone
Robinson present. Also present were interim Manager Dan Weand, Solicitor Rebecca

Geiser and Township Secretary Holly Tatreau.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The Board considered approvai of the minutes from April 6 and April 20. A motion
was made and seconded to approve the minutes. Motion unanimously carries.

PAYMENT OF BILLS
A motion was made and seconded to approve payment of the bills. Motion

unanimously carries.

REPORTS
TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE REPORT

The balance sheet and supporting financial documents were submitted. No questions from
the Board. Filed for audit.

CHIEF OF POLICE
Officer Schakowsky attended in place of Chief Warner. Chief Warner included a

notation in the packet highlighting a recent arrest in which Officer Pinto was
commended by the individual taken into custody for treating him with dignity and
respect during transport to MCCF. No further questions from the Board. Report filed.

PUBLIC WORKS
Public Works Director Jeremy was not in attendance. The written report was included

in the packet covering items completed by staff. No questions from the Board. Report
filed.

TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR
The Solicitor reported routine business with the township, including work with the
Interim Manager and engineering staff. No new items to report. No questions from the

Board. Report filed.

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER
The engineer's report was included in the packet. ltem 13 was highlighted — the 2025

road project final topcoat on Grosstown Road has been completed.

The building and zoning report was also submitted. No questions from the Board.
Reports filed.
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TAX COLLECTOR
The Tax Collector was not in attendance. The written report reflecting current quarter
collections was included in the packet. No questions from the Board. Report filed.

FIRE AND AMBULANCE

The fire and ambulance report was included in the packet. It was noted that the
Memorial Day parade in Pottstown is upcoming, with a ceremony to follow at Memorial
Park where the names of deceased veterans from 2025 will be read. No questions

from the Board. Report filed.

OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION
The open space report was inciuded in the packet covering topics including archery
discussion and deer removal. No questions from the Board. Report filed.

PLANNING COMMISSION

Leach announced that the Planning Commission will begin providing a report at every
Board meeting going forward. The March meeting summary was included in the
packet. No April meeting was held. The next Planning Commission meeting will
include discussion of strip commerce at the Coolidge Drive area. No questions from

the Board. Report filed.

OLD BUSINESS

APPROVE AIR QUALITY REINSPECTION OF 1409 FARMINGTON AVENUE

The Board considered a motion to approve scheduling the air quality and mold
reinspection of 1409 Farmington Avenue for June. The building was last inspected in
October. The scope of this inspection will include the fire department section of the
building in addition to the previously inspected areas. A motion was made and
seconded to approve. Motion unanimously carries.

DISCUSS AND CONSIDER APPROVAL OF 30-DAY EXTENSION — COOLIDGE
COMMONS

The Board considered a motion to approve a 30-day extension for Coolidge Commons
to allow additional time fo finalize land development submission requirements. A
motion was made and seconded to approve. Motion unanimously carries.

DISCUSS AND CONSIDER APPROVAL OF 180-DAY EXTENSION — MASTERS

ADVENTURES

The Board considered a motion to approve a 180-day extension for Masters
Adventures related to plot submission approval and municipal code compliance
requirements. A motion was made and seconded to approve. Motion unanimously

carries.

DISCUSS AND CONSIDER APPROVAL — ITEMS D AND E (COMBINED)

ltems D and E were noted to be identical to what was written on the agenda under two
separate designations. The Board combined the items and considered them together.
A motion was made and seconded to approve. Motion unanimously carries.
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NEW BUSINESS

DISCUSS AND CONSIDER APPROVING RESOLUTION TO ADD JAY BIRD
TOWING _AND RECOVERY AS DESIGNATED TOWNSHIP TOWING
CONTRACTOR

The Board considered adding Jay Bird Towing and Recovery as a designated
township towing contractor. The Solicitor explained that the township designates
towing contractors by resolution, and that one of the two previously designated towers
has gone out of business. Jay Bird Towing, located within the township, submitted all
required state documentation and insurance certifications demonstrating eligibility.
The Solicitor noted the resolution would include an updated fee schedule and that the
existing contractor would remain on the list. Contractors would alternate on a monthly
rotation. Tracy Faber, owner of Jay Bird Towing, addressed the Board and confirmed
that the company is AAA affiliated, works with both AAA networks, and can expedite
AAA service directly from the scene by contacting the AAA hotline. She stated that
vehicles will be towed to whatever location the customer requests.

Public comments included concerns from residents about past experiences with the
existing tow contractors, including refusal to tow to a requested location and demands
for immediate cash payment. The Board and Solicitor noted that in police directed tow
situations, the responding officer has authority over the call, and that residents may
request their preferred tow company if they can respond within a reasonable time
frame, as Pennsylvania is a right-to-request state. It was noted that the addition of a
local, reputable contractor operating on a monthly rotation would provide residents
with improved service options. A motion was made and seconded to approve drafting
a resolution to add Jay Bird Towing and Recovery to the township's designated towing
list, to be formally adopted at the June 1 meeting. Motion unanimously carries.

DISCUSS AND CONSIDER MOTION TO DRAFT DATA CENTER ZONING
ORDINANCE

The Solicitor presented background on the need for a data center zoning ordinance.
Under the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, municipalities that have zoning
must allow every use somewhere within the township. Without a specific ordinance, a
data center developer could argue their use most closely resembles a warehouse,
which is permitted in the township's Light Industrial (LI} zoning district. The LI district
is located in the Commerce Drive area between Farmington Avenue and Route 100.

The Solicitor explained that adopting an ordinance would not invite data centers but
would impose specific regulations on any potential applicant, including requirements
related to noise, building height, setbacks from residential areas, water source (public
water required), and decommissioning bonds to address removal or repurposing of
the facility at end of life. Montgomery County has developed a modei ordinance that
several municipalities are in the process of adopting.

The engineer noted that data centers have significant electricity, and water
consumption demands, and that the area around Route 100 near the Constellation
facility makes the township an attractive location for developers. A conditional use
requirement was recommended, which would require any applicant to appear at a
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public hearing, present engineering studies including traffic and sound analysis, and
meet all ordinance conditions before approval could be granted.

e Public comment included questions about heat output requirements, proximity to
properties with private wells, whether the regional planning framework offered any
protection, and the ordinance adoption process under the Sunshine Act. The Solicitor
clarified that advertising a proposed ordinance does not make it iegally enforceable it
must be enacted by vote. A resident noted the township previously took a similar
proactive approach regarding waste management facilities approximately 20 years
ago, which resulted in the creation of the LI zone and successfully managed that use
before it became a problem. A motion was made and seconded to authorize the
township professionals to draft a data center zoning ordinance for review at a future

meeting. Motion unanimously carries.

¢ OTHER PUBLIC COMMENTS

e Martin Schreiber, 138 Rose Valley Road, thanked the Board for repositioning the flag
at meetings and noted that discussions about splitting the township into multiple voting
precincts date back to at least 2012, predating the current board, and asked that

residents be aware of that history.

» Further discussion took place regarding the voting precinct split. A. Leach confirmed
he is still gathering information from Montgomery County Voter Services to ensure all
details are confirmed before proceeding. A. Leach confirmed that if the precinct split
moves forward, residents would be notified by mail of their new precinct assignment,
similar to how voter registration changes are communicated.

» Aresident asked about a parcel adjacent to the Upland Square development that was
recently acquired by the developer. The Solicitor explained the parcel was purchased
to allow the developer to grade the property without constructing a retaining wall. The
resident was advised that if any change in use or zoning were proposed, notification
would be provided to property owners within 500 feet, and the matter would go through
planning, zoning, and engineering review with public hearings as required. A resident
asked whether residents could review updated development plans for the Upland
Square project. The Board noted that updated plans must be resubmitted for review
and that the Planning Commission is the appropriate body to review them, with
meetings open to the public.

¢ Leach announced that the new Township Manager will be announced on June 15.

» Avresident thanked the Public Works crew for patchwork completed that day.

* COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

e |each reminded residents that the primary election was the following day and
encouraged all to vote.
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o EXECUTIVE SESSION
e Leach announced there would be an executive session with no action or voting

expected to follow.

e ADJOURNMENT
¢ The meeting was adjourned.

o Respectful!y submitted
Y s

o Holly Taﬁ‘éau Townshlp Secretary




